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main columns of the infantry began to deploy fiom the
heights, and in a short time the whole force was in the
field. Soon after this some of the skirmishers who had
been sent forward returned, and reported the enemy in
force and in a strong position, commanding the intended
route of the invading force. On this the General resolved
to halt for a few hours, and rest and refresh the troops,
and to recommence their march after sunset, so that, with-
out effort, they might be in the presence of the enemy by
dawn.

Lothair had been separated from Theodora during this
to him novel and exciting scene. She had accompanied
her husband, but when the whole force advanced in battle
array, the General had desired that she should accompany
the staff. They advanced through the night, and by dawn
they were fairly in the open country. In the distance, and
in the middle of the rough and undulating plain, was a
round hill with an ancient city, for it was a bishop's see,
built all about and over it. It would have looked like a
gigantic beehive, had it not been for a long convent on the
summit, flanked by some stone pines, as we see in the pic-
tures of Gaspar and Claude.

Between this city and the invading force, though not
in a direct line, was posted the enemy in a strong position;
their right wing protected by one of the mounds common
in the plain, and their left backed by an olive wood of
considerable extent, and which grew on the last rocky
spur of the mountains. They were therefore, as regards
the plain, on commanding 'ground. The strength of the
two forces was not unequal, and the Papal troops were
not to be despised, consisting among others of a detach-
ment of the legion of Antibes and the Zouaves. They had
artillery, which was well posted.

The General surveyed the scene, for which he was not
unprepared. Disposing Ibis troops in positions in which